14258 GBBABALFRAL BLXBEAS BLEEAS)
BRXAHEAREMEEALIE BEAAEHER
English Reading

A ABER 10341178 18
S CERETYL)

This is a test of your English reading comprehension.  You must answer the required
question as well as the question written for your chosen area of specialization. As
you have only one hour to finish two questions, your answers should be short but to the
point; each will be worth 50 points. Answers could be in either Chinese or English.
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I. Required Question

There is sometimes too simple a demand for positive images. Positive images
sometimes require cheering fictions — the writer as Public Relation Officer. .. If there is
to be a serious attempt to understand present-day Britain with its mix of races and
colors, its hysteria and despair, then writing about it has to be complex. It can’t
apologize, or idealize. It can’t sentimentalize. It can’t attempt to represent any one
group as having the total, exclusive, essential monopoly on virtue. A jejune protest or
parochial literature, be it black, gay or feminist, is in the long run no more politically
effective than works which are merely public relations. What we need now, in this
position, at this time, is imaginative writing that gives us a sense of the shifts and the
difficulties within our society as a whole. If contemporary writing which emerged from
oppressed groups ignores the central concerns and major conflicts of the larger society,
and if these are willing simply to accept themselves as marginal or enclave literatures,
they will automatically designate themselves as permanently minor, as a sub-genre.
They must not allow themselves now to be rendered invisible and marginalized in this
way by stepping outside the maelstrom of contemporary history. (Hanif Kureishi,
quoted in Stuart Hall, ‘Old and New Identities, Old and New Ethnicities’, 60-61)

In the above passage, what does it mean to suggest cultural production as a mode of
‘public relations’? And why does representation and history matter in the production of
cultural politics?

I1. Specialization Question

a. Critical Theory and Asian Modernity

Already in the last few decades, economic powers have reached the point of imperiling
the stability of the State through new forms of the circulation of capital that go by the




